
Transforming the Global Environment 

Geography 102 Fall 2018 - 01:450:102 

Tu/Th 5.00pm-6.20pm 254 Tillett Hall 

 

Contact Information 

Dr Paul O’Keefe 

Email: paul.okeefe@rutgers.edu 

Office: B-240 Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston 

Office Hours: Tu/Th 12.00pm-1.00pm 

 

TA: Thomas Crowley 

Email: thomas.crowley@rutgers.edu 

Office: B-245 Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston 

Office Hours: Th. 2.30-4.30 

 

Course Description: 

Understanding the relationship between human activity and the natural world is arguably the most 

important intellectual and political challenge of our time. It requires examination of the ecological, 

climatic, and geological processes that shape the earth, but also the political, economic, and historical 

forces that enable the production, consumption, distribution, degradation, and preservation of natural 

resources. 

In this three-credit introductory geography course, students will engage in a critical examination of 

environmental transformations that arise from the complex interactions between natural systems and 

human activities. Environmental processes cannot be uncritically examined as an isolated set of fixed 

principles that exist apart from the activities of human beings. Through lectures and smaller group 

discussions, we will work to understand the physical environment—biomes and biodiversity; carbon, 

hydrological, and nutrient cycles; and climate systems—alongside various social relations that are 

inextricable from them— like human behavior, social values, identity, power, the state, capitalism, and 

labor. This critical approach will encourage students to develop an appreciation of environmental 

conditions in historical and political context. 

 

Core Curriculum Learning Goals: 

This course fulfills 3 credits towards a major or minor in geography. Therefore, by the end of this course, 

we expect you to have a basic understanding of: 

    •    The fundamental issues and debates that circulate around the intersection of geography and 

environmental science, with a particular focus on how humans affect and are affected by modifications 

of the physical environment. 

    •    The importance of ‘thinking ecologically’ when approaching complex environmental problems. 

    •    The key environmental inequalities that underpin contemporary globalization, and the ways that 

race, class, and gender frequently limit access to social and environmental justice. 

    •    The tensions that arise from global environmental change in particular places and geographic 

conditions. 



 

This course also satisfies both a 21st Century Challenge (21C) and Natural Sciences (NS) requirement in 

the SAS Core Curriculum. Students will learn to analyze the relationship that science and technology 

have to a contemporary social issue. Students also will understand and apply basic principles and 

concepts in the physical or biological sciences and be able to identify and critically assess ethical and 

societal issues in science. 

 

Course reading 

There is no required textbook for this class. Required readings will be posted on the Sakai website. Texts 

should be read before the class with which they are associated with, in order to facilitate your learning 

and for class discussion. This class is part of the Open Affordable Textbook (OAT) project ran by Rutgers 

Libraries 

 

Class Attendance and Conduct 

Students are expected to listen to all lectures, and read all associated readings; if you are struggling to 

keep up, please email me as soon as possible. 

 

Final Exam (30% of total grade) 

There will be a final exam in this course. It will take place on Wednesday, December 19th during finals 

week. The final exam will be comprehensive and draw from throughout the course, however it will only 

draw from the final exam study guide. The format of the exam will be multiple choice. Exam will be 

based on material presented and discussed in class and on required readings. A comprehensive study 

guide will be provided for the exam. 

 

Assignments (30% of total grade)  

30% of the total grade will be available through completing a range of assignments. Topics for these will 

be relevant to the course content we’re going over that lecture. Due dates for each assignment are 

listed at the end of the syllabus. Assignments will usually be submitted through Sakai. 

 

Exams (40% of total grade) 

40% of the total grade will be available through completing two shorter exams. Topics for these will be 

related to material covered in units 1-5. 

 

~~~Extra credit may be given at my discretion throughout semester. Maximum of 3% of total grade can 

be earned through extra credit. Usually talks, events etc. that relate to the class material. I am open for 

suggestions if you see something!~~~ 

 

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to understand and to act in accordance with the Rutgers Academic Integrity 

Policy: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity - Any student in violation of 

the policy will be subject to disciplinary action and automatic failure in the course. 

 



Student-Wellness Services 

 

Just In Case Web App 

http://codu.co/cee05e 

Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental health crisis 

on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 

  

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) 

(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ rhscaps.rutgers.edu/ 

CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug 

assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional within Rutgers Health services to 

support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers. 

 

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA) 

(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / vpva.rutgers.edu/ 

The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, 

counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff 

and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after 

hours, call 848-932-1181. 

  

Disability Services 

 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, Piscataway, 

NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. 

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must 

contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, 

participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your 

request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you with a 

Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the 

accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete 

the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form. 

  

Scarlet Listeners 

(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/ Free and confidential peer counseling and referral 

hotline, providing a comforting and supportive safe space 

 

Class Schedule 

 

 



DATE CLASS ACTIVITY 

Unit 1: Introduction and Syllabus Overview 

9/4 Lecture 1: Course Introduction 

9/6 Lecture 2: Introduction: Living in the Anthropocene (Assignment 1) 

Unit 2: Weather, Climate and Climate Change 

9/11 Lecture 3: Weather, Climate, and Climate Change (Assignment 2) 

9/13 Lecture 4: Climate Change: Impacts and Mitigation 

9/18 Lecture 5: Climate Change: Adaptation and Vulnerability 

Unit 3: Geographies of Energy and Resource use 

9/20 Lecture 6: Geographies of Energy and Natural Resources 

9/25 Lecture 7: Resources case studies: Mining - Africa and N. America 

 Assignment 3: Deepwater Horizon - documentary and discussion 

9/27 Lecture 8: Resources case studies: Mining - Africa and N. America 

 Assignment 4: Africa’s resource curse - documentary and discussion 

10/2 Exam 1: Weather, Climate and Climate Change/Energy and Resource use 

Unit 4: Population science, human and non-human 

10/4 Lecture 9: Population, Resource Use and the Environment 

10/9 Lecture 10: Population: The Tragedy of the Commons 

10/11 Lecture 11: Biogeography: Diversity, Habitat and Species Loss 

10/16 Lecture 12: Biogeography: Invasive Species (Assignment 5) 

Unit 5: Economic growth vs environmental protection 

10/18 Lecture 13: Environmental protection in the USA (Assignment 6) 

10/23 Lecture 14: Deforestation in tropical forests  



10/25 Lecture 15:Sustainable Development 

10/30 Lecture 16: Urbanization and Environmental Change 

11/1 Exam 2: Population science, human and non-human/Economic growth vs environmental 

protection 

Unit 6: Geographies of natural hazards and disasters 

11/6 Lecture 17: Natural Hazards and Natural Disasters 

11/8 Lecture 18: Disasters, Development and the Environment: Bangladesh 

11/13 Lecture 19: Environmental Legacies of the Soviet Union (Assignment 7) 

11/15 Lecture 20: Desertification and the "great green wall" 

11/20 No class: Thanksgiving 

11/22 No class: Thanksgiving 

Unit 7: Geographies of food 

11/27 Lecture 21: Geographies of Food: A globalized food system 

11/29 Lecture 22: Geographies of food: Alternative food movements 

12/4 Lecture 23: Geographies of food: Hunger, famine and poverty 

12/6 Course Wrap Up/Final Exam Review 

 FINAL EXAM Dec 19th  12.00PM IN CLASS 

 


