
Syllabus 
Geography 208: Maps, Power, and the Digital Age 

Fall, 2018 

Professor:   Dr. Nate Gabriel 
Email:   nathaniel.gabriel@rutgers.edu 
Office:   Lucy Stone Hall B-246 (Livingston Campus) 
Office Hours:  Thursdays, 12:00-3:00 

This course meets Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:50-4:10, College Avenue Campus, AB-4450 

Please note: class will end promptly at 4:10 so that I can catch the train! If you need to ask a 
question or express a concern, please do so before class. Alternatively, students with pressing 
questions may walk with me to the train. 

Evaluation 

Letter grades will be awarded based on your overall percentage earned in the course as follows:  

A    90-100% 
B+  86-89.9% 
B    80-85.9% 
C+  76-79.9% 
C   70-75.9% 
D   60-69.9% 
F   0-59.9% 

Course Overview   

Maps are representations of the spaces of our world. As such, maps contain within them the 
intentions and interpretations of their designers, and take on new capabilities as they are 
interpreted and put to a variety of uses. This course, therefore, approaches the study of maps 
from the vantage point of critical cartographies, which provide a way to analyze the power 
behind the maps. Throughout this semester, we will examine maps, map making, and map 
interpretation, as well as the ways that mapping processes are always political and rooted in 
dynamics of power. You will gain knowledge of the historical and cultural evolution of mapping, 
as well as an awareness of terms and concepts associated with particular techniques used in 
cartography and digital mapping. In the process, you will develop an understanding of how maps 
always are embedded within and help to perpetuate power structures through their construction, 
dissemination, and interpretation. 
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About Geography 

The discipline of Geography is about much more than maps. In essence, it is the study of space, 
of spatial relationships among people and things, including humans’ relationships to each other, 
our planet, cities, outer space, and the other spaces we inhabit and influence. Thus, we need to be 
careful about conflating geography with maps. Instead, students should think of maps as an 
interest of geographers because maps are among the most common representations of spatial 
relationships. This class, thus, is ostensibly about maps, but is really about the social and spatial 
relationships that underpin the creation and use of maps, and the consequences of “mapping 
assemblages”. 

If you are interested in learning more about Geography, beyond what is offered in this class, I am 
happy to talk about the awesomeness of Geography as a field of study. 

Readings 

There is no textbook for this course. All required readings will be posted to Sakai at least one 
week in advance of their deadline on the syllabus. Careful and thoughtful engagement with all 
readings is necessary to do well in this course. You do not have to come to class having mastered 
the assigned readings, or even understood them completely, but you must come having tried. We 
will talk about what this means on the first day of class. 

SAS Core Curriculum Learning Goals 

This course fulfills 3 credits towards the major and minor in Geography. 

This course also fulfills three credits towards the Information Technology and Research (ITR) 
requirement in the Rutgers School of Arts and Sciences Core Curriculum. Upon completion of 
this course, students will be able to understand, analyze, and critically assess traditional and 
emergent geo-technologies. Students need NOT possess any particular expertise in computers, 
GIS, or other such technologies. 

Sakai 

I rely on Sakai to distribute information about assignments, readings, and your syllabus. It is 
crucial for your success in the class that you understand how to use Sakai. If you run into 
problems with Sakai, investigate the help pages provided through the site, or contact your 
instructor. However, I also maintain my own website, which hosts most course materials. In the 
event Sakai fails to function, most course materials can also be found at nategabriel.com under 
the ‘teaching’ tab. 

Email Communication 
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Please allow up to 48 hours for a response to emails sent. In reality, you are likely to hear form 
me sooner. 

Last minute class cancellations due to instructor illness, inclement weather, missed trains, or 
other reasons are possible. In such events, I will email the class through Sakai as soon as 
possible. Please make a habit of checking the email address you have associated with Sakai so 
that you receive these and other communications relevant to the course. 

Assignments  

Your grade for this course will be based on the following: 

In-class activities (10 @ 4 point each; 40 points total) 

Several times during the semester, students are required to work with a group of their peers to 
examine and contemplate a range of map-related concerns through real-world examples. Dates 
for these activities are listed on the syllabus and will typically occur on Thursday (except in the 
first few weeks of class). Assignment sheets will be given in class, and each exercise will 
typically end with submission of a co-authored report that describes the group’s findings. To 
receive credit, students will need to ensure their name is listed on this document. 

Note that there are 11 of these assignments listed on the syllabus, but only 10 count for a grade. 
This means that you may miss one such activity without penalty (you may also complete all 11 
for “extra credit”). However, there will be no way for you to make up these assignments if 
you miss class that day or if you arrive late or leave early. Alternative solutions will be 
considered only in extreme cases (due to serious illness, observance of a religious holiday, etc). 

Exams (2 @ 15 points each; 30 points total) 

There will be 2 in-class exams in this course. Each exam is worth 30% of your overall class 
grade. Exams will be a test of each student’s ability to make use of the critical mapping 
techniques and modes of critique developed during discussions and in-class exercises. Exam 
questions and activities will draw on lectures, discussions, readings, and class exercises. These 
are not the kinds of exams that require students to “study”, per se, but are instead designed to 
measure the degree to which students have mastered the ideas that underpin course material. 

Final Project (30 points total) 

At the end of the semester, students will be required to submit a final project that incorporates 
insights from throughout the semester to a current geographical/mapping concern. The project 
will consist of two components: a physical product of some kind (a poster, paper, video, etc), and 
an oral presentation. Further instruction will be provided midway through the semester. Students 
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will work in groups with six members total. To ensure equal participation of all members, 
students are encouraged to bring concerns related to member participation to me early, but 
should try to resolve any issues within the group first. At the end of the semester, students are 
required to submit an evaluation of the participation of all members of their group (including 
themselves). 

Ground Rules 

• Use of computers for note taking is highly discouraged. Students are required to bring 
print-outs of readings to facilitate class discussions, rather than rely on digital copies. 
However, computers are required at certain times during the semester (in-class activities, 
usually Wednesdays). If you do not have your own laptop, you will be able to work in a 
group with someone who does. 

• Silence your phone. Please do not have it out during class. 
• Show respect for the thoughts and experiences of other students.  
• Participation in class discussion and group exercises is absolutely necessary. This class is 

designed to be a conversation. 
• Be conscious of your level of participation — not everyone speaks easily in front of a 

large group. It may be easier for you than for others. If you’ve already spoken much more 
than others in the class, sit back and wait to see what someone else says. 

• As a student at a large university, it is in your best interest that your teachers know who 
you are. Visit office hours, talk to the instructor before/after class, introduce yourself!  

• Complete the readings by the assigned date, be prepared to discuss or write about them in 
class. 

Academic Integrity 

Cheating is grounds for failure. To that end, please become familiar with the University 
procedure for dealing with academic dishonesty through the Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy:  
• http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu  
• http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/files/documents/AI_Policy_9_01_2011.pdf  
Any student in violation of the policy will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include 
failing grades on assignments, in the course, or expulsion from the university. 

At the same time, we only learn by using the ideas of others. It’s only plagiarism if you don’t 
give credit where credit is due. 

Disability Services 

If you require academic accommodations, bring a letter to the instructor from the Office of 
Disability Services for Students as soon as possible. 
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Rutgers University does not discriminate in any of its programs on the basis of disability. In 
order to facilitate the documentation and accommodation processes, students are encouraged to 
voluntarily and confidentially disclose any disability requiring accommodations. Rutgers 
Disability Services provides student-centered and student-inclusive programming in compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Amendments of 2008, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1998, and the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination. Students with 
disabilities needing academic accommodations should: Register with and provide documentation 
to the Office of Disability Services for Students at Rutgers (https://ods.rutgers.edu/). 

For more information, contact the Office of Disability Services for Students at 848-445-6800 or 
dsoffice@echo.rutgers.edu. 

Dialogue, national politics, and intellectual diversity 

Free speech is the foundation for democratic societies. The free exchange of ideas is central to 
the academic mission. We live in a time when bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and white 
supremacy are frequent topics in our national conversation. Rutgers University stands for 
dialogue and inclusion. We can and do live with disagreement and divergent ideologies, and 
these are welcome in the classroom. However, I ask for and expect respectful participation in 
class and in class discussions.  While the full details of university policy can be found at the 
websites below, I and the Department of Geography affirm the position that disruptive behavior 
has no place here. 

http://policies.rutgers.edu/sites/policies/files/00011251.PDF 
University Student Life Policy Against Verbal Assault, Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying, and 
Defamation
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%253A%252F%252Fvisiting.rutgers.edu%252Fpolicies%252Funiversity-student-life-policy-against-verbal-assault-harassment-intimidation-bullying-and&data=02%257C01%257Cslawrence%2540sas.rutgers.edu%257C1477b83e5df54d7a194b08d4ebf052b7%257Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%257C1%257C0%257C636392864805321242&sdata=k16TkeVkjFJg%252FNOY1zcn2i7I51pOkTjmYS3RMKzRw0c%253D&reserved=0
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Course Schedule
This schedule is subject to minor changes to reflect our pacing through the material, as well as 
student needs. Readings listed should be completed prior to the date they are listed here

Wk Date Monday Date Wednesday

1 Sept 5 Intro and Syllabus

2 Sept 10 Lecture/discussion: What is a Map?
Reading: Starling

Sept 12 In-class exercise 1: Culture and 
Identity in Maps
Reading: Crampton ch4

3 Sept 17 Lecture/discussion: Indigenous 
Maps
Reading: TBA

Sept 19 In-class exercise 2: questioning data

4 Sept 24 Lecture/discussion: Thinking about 
data
Reading: Lapowski, Misra

Sept 26 In-class exercise 3: Marine Maps

5 Oct 1 Lecture/discussion: maps and 
power. 
Reading: Harley Ch 2 and Silence 
and Secrecy (Harley)

Oct 3 In-class exercise 4: maps and 
power
Reading: Deconstructing the Map 
(Harley)

6 Oct 8 Exam 1 Oct 10 Discuss final projects

7 Oct 15 Lecture/discussion: The 
Development of Modern Mapping
Readings: Wood

Oct 17 In-class exercise 5: Colonialism and 
medieval maps
Final project topics must be 
approved by this date.

8 Oct 22 Lecture/discussion: Maps and 
Nationalism
Reading: Crampton 6, Monmonier

Oct 24 In-class exercise 6: Migration data 
visualization

9 Oct 29 Lecture/discussion: census and 
gerrymandering
Reading: Planet Money podcast (x2)

Oct 31 In-class exercise 7: Boundaries and 
Categories
Reading: Gabriel 2013

10 Nov 5 Lecture/discussion: Panopticon
Reading: China, Crampton 9

Nov 7 In-class exercise 8: Data and 
Surveillance

11 Nov 12 Lecture/discussion: geopolitics and 
the battle over data
Reading: Data Subjects, Schneier 2

Nov 14 In-class exercise 9: Digital Attacks 
Map

12 Nov 19 Discuss Final Projects Nov 21 No Class - Wednesday is Thursday

13 Nov 26 Lecture/discussion: Smart City
Reading: Pasquale

Nov 28 In-class exercise 10: Automation

14 Dec 3 Topic: Automation and Algorithms
Readings: Friedman, Codebreaker 
podcast

Dec 5 In-class exercise 11: Public Space

15 Dec 10 Projects Dec 12 Projects

Dec 21 Final Exam 12-3pm


