
All course materials are available on Canvas

Course Description and Objectives
 
This course will introduce you to the field of human geography, a discipline that examines the 
relationships among people, places, environments, and cultures.
 
Over the course of the semester, we will cover a range of basic concepts and terms that will enable you 
to engage critically with key geographic approaches to contemporary life. Among these are 
connectivity and global networks, disease, human migration, citizenship, cultural identity, urbanization,
economy, and politics. The class will focus attention on the unequal distribution of power, resources, 
and opportunity in order to highlight the challenges and struggles that these inequalities create.

Required Text

There is no required text for this course. All course materials will be available on Canvas.

Required Technology

Because this course will be taught entirely online this Fall, you are required to have access to:

• an internet connection (a cell phone connection may suffice most of the time, but you may need 
broadband access during exams because it’s faster and more stable)

• a computer, on which you are allowed to install software (specifically, the Respondus 
Lockdown Browser). This must be either:
◦ a Windows PC (running Windows 7, 8, or 10) or
◦ a Mac (running OSX, the typical Mac operating system)

Extreme inequality in a rapidly urbanizing world is one of the greatest
challenges of the 21st century. Most future population growth will occur
in cities, and much of the new urban poor already lacks access to basic
services, like sewage and electricity.
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◦ Unfortunately, the Respondus Browser is not compatible with Linux, Chrome OS 
(Chromebooks), tablets, or cell phones. I have chosen not to enable iPads for taking exams, 
because of technical concerns.

◦ DO NOT download and install this software from any source other than Canvas, because it 
may not work. I will send instructions before the first exam.

Additional Technology Notes

I will reduce the file size of course materials as much as possible, and plan to offer lectures in both 
standard-resolution and low-resolution formats. All of these will be available as downloadable files 
(rather than streaming). This way, even if you have limited access to the internet, you may be able to 
access materials by tethering your laptop to a cellular internet connection without needing a stable 
connection or straining data limits (except possibly during exams, which may require a faster internet 
connection).

Please also note that I have taken care in choosing the Respondus Browser for this course. I am 
strongly opposed to the invasive surveillance of students, and I feel that Respondus balances my 
responsibility to ensure fairness and the importance of respecting student privacy. The software should 
not require access to a webcam or microphone, nor do you need either of those to take this course.

Assessment

ASSIGNMENT  WEIGHT  QTY  TOTAL  
Group reaction papers 8% each 5 40%
Exams 20% each 4(-1) 60%

Exams

There are four exams in this course, including the final. The lowest grade of the four will be dropped, 
even if it’s a zero because you didn’t take it. If you forget to take an exam and get a zero, no problem. It
just means you need to do well on the other three. This means you can skip the final if you’re happy 
with your grade up to that point, or because you just don’t have the time to devote to it. After 
dropping the lowest grade, the remaining three exam grades will make up 75% of your final grade.

Exams will cover lectures, readings, and other assigned material, with an emphasis on the lectures. 
Because exams are designed to challenge your analytical ability and your ability to synthesize 
information, rather than your ability to recite material, you should focus on understanding concepts and
trends, rather than memorizing facts. Exams will consist of 20 multiple-choice questions designed to 
assess basic learning of concepts as well as synthetic thinking. Exams will be timed (40 minutes), but 
there will be a 24-hour window in which to take them (see the schedule below for dates).

In case anyone is curious, the exam interface will serve up exam questions in random order, with 
answers for each question also in random order.

Final Exam

The final exam in this course is one of the four mentioned above. Unlike the first three exams, which 
only cover material for that section of the course, the final is comprehensive of all material throughout 
the course. However, it is also “optional”, in the sense that skipping the final would cause it to be your 



lowest exam grade, and thus will not be calculated into your final grade (in which case, the other three 
exams would all count).

Reaction paper grades

Five times during the semester, you are required, as part of a group of other students, to write a reaction
paper that connects lecture material and course readings. Each group will submit a single paper in 
response to a prompt, written in a “single voice”. The goal of these assignments is to make connections 
across the readings and lecture material to broader themes of the course. Reaction papers should be 
between 400 and 700 words, double-spaced, and in 12-point font (Times New Roman). In the 
heading of each paper, include all group-member names, details about whether each group member 
contributed to the paper, a descriptive title, and a word count. Finally, while you do not have to consult 
sources outside of those given in class, you may if you wish. If you do, be sure to fully cite your 
sources using APA style for both in-text citations and your reference list/bibliography. For examples of 
citations in APA style, please see https://www.library.cornell.edu/research/citation/apa. You do not have
to provide citations (aside from indications in your text) of materials assigned in this course. 
References and headings are NOT included in word count.

Groups will be assigned randomly by the instructor. Because of the unique circumstances imposed by 
the online format this semester, many groups will contain members residing in distant time zones from 
each other. It is therefore the responsibility of each group to develop a means of communication and 
work-sharing that works for all members of the group and enables the group to share the workload 
equitably. I recommend at least one face-to-face meeting via Zoom, and a real-time collaborative 
platform like Google Docs. Each group must submit a single reaction paper via Canvas by the due date 
listed in the schedule on the last page of this document. Only students who participate fully will receive
credit. In terms of grading, the TA and I will of course have to rely on groups to let us know whether a 
group member is not participating fully, and groups must attempt to resolve differences among 
themselves before coming to me or the TA.

Late Work

Given the unprecedented circumstances we are currently facing, it seems inevitable that problems will 
arise in completing the work for this course on time. If some condition or set of circumstances prevents
you from completing the work in this course by the due dates listed, I ask that you contact me no more 
than a week following cessation of the conditions that led you to miss a deadline. Depending on the 
circumstances, I may ask for some kind of documentation of this, though some excused absences will 
only be able to be documented with a written explanation delivered by email. I only ask that you 
contact me as soon as possible to resolve any problems.

Of course, students will never be asked to divulge private information in documenting the reasons for 
missing deadlines.

https://www.library.cornell.edu/research/citation/apa


Grading Scale

The grading scale in this class is pretty much what everyone is used to. Note that grades will not be 
rounded or negotiated.

90 - 100 A
85 - 89.99 B+
80 - 84.99 B
75 - 79.99 C+
70 - 74.99 C
60 - 69.99 D
0 - 59.99 F

Geography Department Learning Goals:

This course fulfills 3 credits towards a major or minor in geography, and satisfies the following 
learning goals
 
(1) Demonstrate the ability to synthesize and examine critically a range of contemporary cultural, 
economic and societal issues, particularly those connected with globalization and geopolitics.
(2) To understand and evaluate connections and disconnections between places and peoples within the 
context of development and unequal power relationships.
(3) To be able to identify and apply analytic tools and geographic models appropriate to the study of 
cultural, societal and economic issues.

Therefore, by the end of this course, we expect you to have a basic understanding of:

• The fundamental issues and debates in geography
• The spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface.
• Key characteristics, distributions, and special features of human populations, cultural mosaics, 

economic systems, human settlement, and political units.
• How humans affect and are affected by modifications of the physical environment.
• How to use a geographic framework to view the past and analyze the present.

Core Curriculum Learning Goals:

The course also satisfies three credits towards the Social (SCL) or Historical
(HST) Analysis requirement in the new SAS Core Curriculum. Upon
completion of the course, students will therefore be able to meet at least one of
the three following goals:

• Understand the bases and development of human and societal endeavors
across time and place.

• Explain and be able to assess the relationship among assumptions,
method, evidence, arguments, and theory in social and historical analysis.

• Identify and critically assess ethical issues in social science and history.

In pursuance of credits in Historical Analysis (HST), students will be able to explain the development
of some aspect of a society or culture over time, including the history of ideas or history of science. For



credits in Social Analysis (SCL), successful completion of this course will enable you to apply
concepts about human and social behavior to particular questions or situations.

Course Policies

I  ntellectual Property  

Lectures and other materials in this course are protected by United States copyright laws as well as 
Rutgers University policy. As the instructor of this course, I possess sole copyright ownership of 
recorded lectures, exams, and other documents created for this course. Under no other circumstances 
are you allowed to distribute any of the materials associated with this course to any internet site, similar
information-sharing platform, or any individual (except another student enrolled in this class) without 
my express written consent. Doing so is a violation of the law and of the university’s Academic 
Integrity Policy.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to understand and to act in accordance with the Rutgers Academic Integrity 
Policy:

• http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/academic-integrity-policy  

Violations include: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to information or material, 
having someone else complete your course work, and facilitating violations of academic integrity by 
others. Resources for Students: http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/for-students/

All students will need to sign the Rutgers Honor Pledge on every major exam, assignment, or other 
assessment as follows:

“On my honor, I have neither received nor given any unauthorized assistance on this examination 
(assignment, paper, quiz, etc.).”

Student Support

Bias Incident Reporting and Support (DICE)

https://diversity.rutgers.edu

The Division of Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Engagement works to advance, promote and 
advocate for inclusiveness, diversity, and equity at Rutgers University.

If you believe you are the victim of or a witness to an alleged bias incident, you may report the 
incident, in person or by phone, to the Dean of Students Office, Residence Life staff, or another 
member of the Student Affairs staff https://diversity.rutgers.edu/resources/bias-and-crisis-support. 
Individuals may also report an alleged bias incident online at:
http://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/for-students/bias/bias-incident-reporting/

Disability Disclosure

http://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/for-students/bias/bias-incident-reporting/
https://diversity.rutgers.edu/
http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/for-students/
http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/academic-integrity-policy


(848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 
programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability 
must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, 
participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation. The documentation supports your 
request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you with 
a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the 
accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete 
the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS)

(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-
counseling-services/counseling/

CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug 
assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional within Rutgers Health services to 
support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that 
include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in 
the community and consultation and collaboration with campus partners. 

Crisis Intervention

http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/crisis-intervention/

Report a Concern

http://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help/

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)

(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/ 
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, 
counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff 
and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after
hours, call 848-932-1181.

Reporting of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating or domestic violence, and/or stalking

Reports of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating or domestic violence, and/or stalking may be
made using any of the following options:

1. Report to a Title IX Coordinator directly (a list of each campus’s Title IX Coordinator is 
provided below). Such a report may be made at any time (including during non-business hours) 
via telephone or email, or by mail to the address listed for the Title IX Coordinator.

2. Report online, using the reporting form posted here.

http://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help/
http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/crisis-intervention/
http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/
http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/
https://ods.rutgers.edu/


3. Individuals may also report crimes of sexual violence to the Rutgers University Police 
Department.



Course Schedule

The schedule for this course has been highly routinized. The following general rules will apply (all 
times and dates are for US Eastern Time Zone):

• All materials will become available at 12am on the dates listed.
• Lectures will be posted on Mondays. These will contain about a week’s worth of material, so 

may need to be watched over several sessions.
• Readings will also be posted on Mondays.
• Group reaction paper prompts will be posted on Tuesdays (not every week), and will be due

on Thursday to allow for time zone-related strategizing.
• To give time to study (or review notes with their working group, perhaps), exams will be 

posted on Thursdays. Note that this means that Exam 3 may be turned in on the morning of 
December 11th, the day after the last day of regular classes. Students who don’t want to take the 
exam during that time (when they should be studying for finals) should take it on the 10th, when 
it is posted.

• During weeks with exams, this will be the only work to be done during that week, to allow for 
studying and review. Students will have 40 minutes to complete them, but can take them any 
time within a 24-hour period (12am Thursday to 12am Friday).



Week Dates Lecture and Reading Assignment Date

Jan 19-22 Lectures: Introduction; Space
Reading: “The Neoliberal Arts”

Jan 25-29 Lecture: Power
Reading: Rushkoff, Ch 1

Reaction Paper #1 Posted: Jan 26
Due: Jan 28

Feb 1-5 Lecture: Nations and States
Readings: “Do Nations Need States”, 
“Is the Nation-State Splintering?”

Feb 8-12 Lecture: Economy
Readings: Elwell, Robbins

Reaction Paper #2 Posted: Feb 9
Due: Feb 11

Feb 15-19 Lecture: Population

Feb 22-26 Exam #1 Posted: Feb 26
Due: Feb 26

Mar 1-5 Lecture: Agriculture
Reading: Kaufmann

Reaction Paper #3 Posted: Mar 2
Due: Mar 4

Mar 8-12 Lecture: Development and 
Globalization
Readings: Rushkoff Ch2, Illich

Mar 22-26 Lecture: Production of 
Underdevelopment
Reading: watch T-Shirt Travels

Reaction Paper #4 Posted: Mar 23
Due: Mar 25

Mar 29-
Apr 2

Exam #2 Posted: Apr 1
Due: Apr 2

Apr 5-9 Lecture: Culture and Space
Reading: Watch Generation Like

Apr 12-16 (Partial week – Thanksgiving)
Lecture: Identity
Readings: Eligon, Cobb

Reaction Paper #5 Posted: Apr 13
Due: Apr 15

Apr 19-23 Lecture: Urbanization
Readings: Manchester; NYC; Badger;
Ehrenreich

Apr 26-30 Exam #3 Posted: Apr 29
Due: Apr 30

Finals Week Final Exam Posted: TBA
Due: TBA


