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Syllabus 
Geography 365: Geographies of Race and Ethnicity in the United States 

Spring, 2018 
 
Dr. Carrie Mott 
carrie.mott@rutgers.edu 
Lucy Stone Hall B-246 (Livingstone) 
Office hours: TBA or by appointment 
 
This course meets TBA and TBA, time TBA, room TBA (campus TBA) 
 
***This syllabus may be developed further throughout the semester, you will be notified in the 
event that changes take place. The most up-to-date version of the syllabus will always be what is 
posted on Sakai.   
 
 
Course Overview and Goals 
 
Who we are matters, and we do not all experience spaces in the same way. In this course, we will 
explore the ways inequalities based on racial and ethnic identities have played a significant role in 
shaping the historical and contemporary spaces of the United States. Throughout the semester, 
students will be exposed to various ways that conflicts over space have been used to enable, 
perpetuate, and reproduce inequalities based on race and ethnicity in the United States. In the 
discipline of geography, ‘difference’ is a way of looking at the ways people have divergent 
experiences of space according to who they are- according to markers of identity such as race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, (dis)ability, or socio-economic class. This course will provide students 
with an understanding of the ways that race and ethnicity, as specific aspects of difference, shape 
one’s experience of the spaces of our everyday lives. In today’s very diverse and multicultural 
American society, it is crucial that we understand the ways that race and ethnicity differently shape 
human experience.  
 
We will explore such topics as the settler colonial history of the United States and its role in the 
displacement of Native peoples, the racial dimensions of the prison industrial complex, and the 
ways race and ethnicity shape understandings of environmental and cultural landscapes. Alongside 
our exploration of racialized injustice, students will also be exposed to various historical and 
contemporary movements for racial justice. By approaching the topic addressed in this course 
geographically, we will explore the spatial dimensions of race and ethnicity and the ways in which 
particular social and spatial patterns are produced through histories of privilege and oppression, 
inclusion and exclusion, as well as conflict, containment, and mobility.  
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Readings  
 
Readings for this course are very important.  This is a reading-intensive course and students who 
do not thoughtfully complete all readings by their assigned deadlines will have difficulty 
succeeding in this class. If you are unable to access the readings for any reason, please talk to your 
instructor as soon as possible.   
 

• Readings will be posted to Sakai as noted in the syllabus. 
• Readings should be read prior to class on the date they are listed on the syllabus  

 
 
Course Objectives and SAS Core Curriculum Learning Goals 
 
This course meets the SAS Core Curriculum goals in 21st Century Challenges (21C) by 
encouraging students to: 1) analyze the degree to which forms of human difference shape a 
person’s experiences of and perspectives on the world; and 2) analyze issues of social justice 
across local and global contexts. See 21st century challenges assignment below for specific 
information about how this Core goal will be met.  
 
*This course will also fulfill the diversity requirement that is anticipated to become a part 
of the revised Core curriculum.  
 
**Learning goals that meet the Core Curriculum requirements will be assessed by the specific 21st 
Century Challenges Assignment (details below under ‘Assignments’), as well as a semester 
research project undertaken by students according to their own interests relative to our studies of 
geographies of race and ethnicity in the United States. See further details of this assignment below 
under ‘Assignments’.   
 
 
Evaluation 
 
This course is based on 100 total points for the semester. Letter grades will be awarded based on 
the overall percentage earned in the course as follows:  
 
A    90-100% 
B+  86-89.9% 
B    80-85.9% 
C+  76-79.9% 
C   70-75.9% 
D   60-69.9% 
F   0-59.9% 
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Assignments  
 
Grades are calculated out of 100 total points possible in the course. Your grade for this course 
will be based on the following:  
 
15% ………….. In-class activities (15 @ 1 point each) 
 
In-class activities will be unannounced. These activities will take different forms, including written 
responses to lecture or readings, activities in class related to the topic at hand, basic questions to 
be answered with a partner/group, short research projects online, or other formats. The value of 
each in-class activity will typically be 1% of your overall grade. There will be no way for you to 
make up these assignments if you miss class that day. Exceptions will be considered for students 
who contact the instructor prior to that class day to indicate that they will be absent due to illness, 
observance of a religious holiday, or other reasons deemed acceptable by university attendance 
policies. You may contact the instructor by sending an email directly to carrie.mott@rutgers.edu, 
or through the university self-reporting absence website (https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/). 
 
 
5% …………… Individual meeting with Dr. Mott (1 @ 5 points) 
 
You are required to schedule an individual meeting with your instructor prior to week 5 in the 
semester (specific date of deadline TBA). This meeting is an opportunity for us to get to know 
each other better, for you to ask your instructor questions or to express concerns about the course. 
More importantly, this is an opportunity for mutual investment between teacher and student that 
is too often absent at large universities- something that is very important in a course like this that 
deals with sensitive topics. This meeting will take 10-15 minutes.  
 
 
7% …………….. 21st Century Challenges Essay (1 @ 7 points) 
 
This short essay (2-3 double spaced pages) asks you to respond to a prompt that will be provided 
to you at least 2 weeks ahead of the deadline. The prompt will ask you to consider a recent current 
events issue of racial or ethnic injustice and approach the topic from the standpoint of the different 
stakeholders involved.  
 
 
10% …………… Quiz (1 @ 10 points) 
 
This quiz will take place early in the semester on Sakai and will require familiarity with key terms 
and concepts that have covered in lecture and readings up to that point.  
 
 
18% ………….. Forum posts (9 @ 2 points each) 
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Forum posts require you to address a prompt that will be posted to Sakai in advance. Typically 
this prompt will ask you to engage with the most recent readings for that week. To get full credit 
for the forum posts, you should post independently, AND respond to another student’s post by the 
deadline.  
 
You may skip ONE forum post during the semester without penalty.  
 
 
20% ………….. Midterm Exam (1 @ 20 points each) 
 
This exam will take place near the mid-point of the semester. It is worth 20% of your grade for the 
semester. This exam will be a combination of multiple choice and short essay responses, and will 
require you engage meaningfully with material from readings, lecture, and in-class activities.  
 
 
25% …………. Final Project (5 points for proposal, 20 points for final paper) 
 
Our final for this class consists of a 7-8 page paper focusing on a topic relevant to our studies in 
this course. Midway through the semester, you will be required to submit a proposal and 
preliminary list of sources (5%). The final paper will be due on the date of our final exam time, as 
scheduled by the university (25%). You will be provided with more specific information two 
weeks prior to the deadline for the final project proposal on the syllabus. 
 
***Extra Credit Opportunities: You may have the opportunity to earn extra credit. There is no 
guarantee of extra credit- however if opportunities arise, their details will be announced in class 
and details will be posted to Sakai.  
 
 
Ground Rules 
 

• Responsible use of computers for note taking is allowed.  
• Silence your phone. Do not have it out during class. 
• Show respect for the thoughts of other students.  
• Show respect for other students’ experience of this class.  
• Participate! This class is your class- it is in your best interest to develop the ability to ask 

or answer questions in a large group setting, to provide thoughtful comments, and to ensure 
that your voice is heard. 

• Be conscious of your level of participation- not everyone speaks easily in front of a large 
group. It may be easier for you than for others. If you’ve already spoken much more than 
others in the class, sit back and wait to see what someone else says. 

• Come to class! It’s difficult to benefit from your very expensive university experience if 
you do not attend class.   

• As a student at a large university, it is in your best interest that your teachers know who 
you are. Visit office hours, talk to the instructor before/after class, introduce yourself!  

• Complete the readings by the assigned date, be prepared to discuss or write about them in 
class.   
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• Stay awake! 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Incidences of plagiarism or cheating are taken very seriously in this class. If you are unclear about 
what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please see the RU Office of Academic Integrity 
information for students (http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/resources-for-students/) for matters 
related to academic integrity and students’ rights and visit: 

• http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu 
• http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/files/documents/AI_Policy_9_01_2011.pdf 

 
In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, the student will receive 0 points for the assignment 
in question and the matter will be reported to university authorities. In the event that a second 
incidence of plagiarism occurs by the same student, they will automatically fail the course and the 
matter will be reported to university authorities.    
 
 
Disability Services 
 
If you require academic accommodations, bring a letter to the instructor from the Office of 
Disability Services for Students. This should be done during the first week of class.  
 
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 
programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a 
disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are 
officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: 
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your 
request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you 
with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the 
accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please 
complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at: 
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Disability Services for Students at 848-445-6800 or 
dsoffice@echo.rutgers.edu. 
 
 
Mental Wellbeing 
 
Strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol or drug problems, feeling down, difficulty 
concentrating, and/or lack of motivation may affect a student’s academic performance or reduce a 
student’s ability to participate in daily activities. If you or someone you know expresses such 
mental health concerns or experiences a stressful event that can create barriers to learning, Rutgers 
services are available to assist you. You can learn more about health services available to Rutgers 
students at http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/services/counseling/. If you are struggling with your mental 
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wellbeing this semester, please stay in communication with your instructor so that she can help 
you to keep up with course materials and make accommodations for you, if necessary.  
Sakai 
 
This course relies on Sakai to distribute information about assignments, readings, and your 
syllabus. It is crucial for your success in the class that you understand how to use Sakai. If you run 
into problems with Sakai, investigate the help pages provided through the site, or contact your 
instructor.   
 
 
Email Communication 
  
If you send an email to your instructor, please allow up to 48 hours for a response. If you send an 
email late in the day Friday or over the weekend, you may not hear back until Monday.  
 
It is good practice to check your email account every weekday before class. There may be last 
minute class cancellations due to instructor illness, inclement weather, or other reasons. In the 
event that this happens, your instructor will email the class through Sakai. It is your responsibility 
to utilize the email address provided to you by the university so that you receive these and other 
communications relevant to the course.   
 
 
Course Schedule (readings should be completed prior to class on the date they are listed here) 
 
*There are also 15 in-class exercises that will take place throughout the semester, however these 
are unannounced and therefore do not appear on the syllabus. See the description of ‘In-class 
activities” above for more info about these interactive aspects of the class.   
 
WEEK DAY 1 DAY 2 
1 DATE TBA 

Topic: Introduction to the course, review 
of syllabus 
 
 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Thinking Race Geographically  
 
Read: “Racial” from Keywords by 
Raymond Williams (1978) and “Race” 
from Keywords for Radicals eds Kelly 
Fritsch, Clare O’Connor, and AK 
Thompson 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
reading 

2 DATE TBA 
Topic: Space and Racial formation 
 
In-class: lecture on topic and discussion of 
reading in small groups  
 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Space and Racial formation 
 
In-class: lecture on topic  
 
Forum post/response 1 due 
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Read: “Measuring Bodies” from The 
Mismeasure of Man by Stephen J. Gould 
(1981) 

3 DATE TBA 
Topic: Settler Colonialism  
 
In-class: lecture on topic and discussion of 
readings in small groups 
 
Read: “Introduction” and “The Last of the 
Mohicans and Andrew Jackson’s White 
Republic”, from An Indigenous People’s 
History of the United States by Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz (2014) 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Settler Colonialism 
 
Key terms quiz due on Sakai 
 
In class: lecture on topic, discussion of film 
clips “A Slow Genocide of the People” and 
“Black Mesa, The Broken Rainbow”  

4 DATE TBA 
Topic: Settler Colonialism 
 
In-class: lecture on topic and discussion of 
readings in small groups 
 
Read: “Peace” from Peace, Power, 
Righteousness by Taiaiake Alfred (2009) 

DATE TBA 
Topics: Settler Colonialism 
 
In-class lecture on topic 
 
Forum post/response 2 due 

5 DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of whiteness 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
reading in small groups  
 
Read: “Growing up White: the Social 
Geography of Race” from White Women, 
Race Matters by Ruth Frankenberg (1993) 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of whiteness 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of film 
clips from “The Whiteness Project” and 
“James Baldwin Debates William F. 
Buckley”.  
 
Forum post/response 3 due 

6 DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of whiteness  
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
readings in small groups 
 
Read: “White Settler Society as Monster” 
by Levi Gahman (2015)  

DATE TBA 
Topic: Bordering 
 
In-class: lecture on topic 
 
Forum post/response 4 due 

7 DATE TBA 
Topic: Bordering 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
readings in small groups  
 

DATE TBA 
 
Midterm Exam 
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Read: “Why I Struggle”, No One is 
Illegal”, and “Globalizing Struggle” from 
¡Presente!, eds Cristina Tzintzún, Carlos 
Pérez de Alejo, and Arnulfo Manríquez  
 
Exam Review  

8 DATE TBA 
Topic: Black Geographies  
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
readings in small groups  
 
Read: “No One Knows the Mysteries at the 
Bottom of the Ocean” in Black 
Geographies by Katherine McKittrick and 
Clyde Woods 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Black Geographies  
 
In-class lecture on topic 
 
Forum post/response 5 due 

9 DATE TBA 
Topic: Black Geographies 
 
In-class: lecture and discussion of readings 
in small groups 
 
Read: The Philadelphia Negro (chapters 1, 
2, 3, 7, 8, 9) by W.E.B. DuBois (1899) 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Black Geographies 
 
In-class: lecture on topic  
 
Forum post/response 6 due 

10 DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of incarceration 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
reading in small groups, view clip from 
“13th”.  
 
Read: “The Prison-Industrial Complex” by 
Eric Schlosser (1998) in The Atlantic  

DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of incarceration 
 
In-class lecture on topic, view clip from 
“13th”, discussion.   
 
Due: proposal and preliminary list of 
sources for final project 

11 DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of incarceration 
 
Read: “‘Walls Turned Sideways are 
Bridges’: Carceral Scripts and the 
Transformation of the Prison Space”, by 
Rashad Shabazz (2009) 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Geographies of incarceration 
 
In-class: lecture on topic  
 
Forum post/response 7 due 

12 DATE TBA 
Topic: Race, Ethnicity, and Environment  
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
reading in small groups 
 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Race, Ethnicity, and Environment  
 
In-class: lecture on topic 
 
Forum post/response 8 due 
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Read: “Landscapes of Promise and 
Betrayal” by Robert Wilson (2011) 

13 DATE TBA 
Topic: Racial Justice 
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
reading in small groups 
 
Read: “Serving the People and Vanguard 
Politics” from Black, Brown, Yellow and 
Left by Laura Pulido (2006) 

DATE TBA 
Topic: Racial Justice 
 
In-class: lecture on topic 
 
21st Century Challenges Essay Due 

14 DATE TBA 
Topic: Racial Justice  
 
In-class: lecture on topic, discussion of 
readings in small groups 
 
Read: “Poor and Working Class Whites in 
Solidarity with Black Lives Matter 
Minneapolis” by Sam Hamlin,  
“Accomplices not Allies” by Anon, and 
“A Herstory of the #BlackLivesMatter 
Movement” by Alicia Garza 

DATE TBA 
 
In-class: final paper workshop  
 
Forum post/response 9 due 
 
Good luck with your finals! J 

 
Final Papers are due on Sakai: TBA 
 
 
 


